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ORDINANCE NO. 98- _ 6 _ 


AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 17, ARTICLE VI 
OF THE CODE OF LAWS AND ORDINANCES OF 
PALM BEACH COUNTY(the “PALM BEACH COUNTY 
PUBLIC SERVICE TAX ORDINANCE”); AMENDING 
SECTION 17-223 “LEVY OF TAX"; AMENDING 
SECTION 17-225 “DUTY OF SELLER AS TO 
COLLECTION OF TAX; LIABILITY FOR FAILURE 
TO COLLECT”; AMENDING SECTION 17-226 
“RECORDS TO BE KEPT BY SELLER; INSPECTION 
OF RECORDS; TRANSCRIPTS; PROVISION OF 
STREET NAME; AND BLOCK NUMBERS AT 
UNINCORPORATED BOUNDARIES”; AMENDING 
SECTION 17-228 “EXEMPTIONS”; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION 
IN THE CODE; PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 


WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners smictad, the 
“Palm Beach County Public Service Tax Ordinance” (Ordinance No. 89- 
13), which provides for the levy of tax on utilities and 
telecommunications service; and 

WHEREAS, the Florida Legislature recently amended Florida 
Statutes Chapter 166, amending certain provisions of the law 
regarding municipal public service tax; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners desire to 
amend Ordinance No. 89-13 (codified at Chapter 17, Article VI of 
the Palm Beach County Code of Laws and Ordinances) so as to be 
consistent with the amendments to Florida Statutes Chapter 166. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA that: 
SECTION 1. Chapter 17, Article VI, Section 17-223 of the Palm 
Beach County Code (Ordinance 89-13) shall be amended as follows: 

Sec, 17-223, Levy of Tax, 

(a). Telecommunications service. There 


is hereby levied by the county on each 
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and every purchase within the 
unincorporated area of the county of 
taxable telecommunications services as 
defined in section 203.012(5) (a) and (b), 
Florida Statutes (1987), which originates 
and terminates in this state, a tax of 
seven (7) percent of the total amount 
charged for any telecommunications 
service provided within the 
unincorporated area of the county or, if 
the location of the telecommunications 
service provided cannot be determined as 
part of a billing process, the total 
amount billed for such telecommunications 
service to a telephone or telephone 
number, a telecommunications number or 
device, a service address, or a 
customer’s billing address located within 
the unincorporated are of the county, 
excluding public telephone charges 
collected on-site, charges for any 
foreign exchange service or any private 
line service except when such services 
are used or sold as a substitute for any 
telephone company switched service or 
dedicated facility by which a telephone 
company provides a communication path, 
access charges and any customer access 


line charges paid to a local telephone 


company. Purchases of telecommunications 

services as defined in section 

203.012(5) (b), Florida Statutes, shall be 

taxed only on the monthly recurring 

customer service charges excluding 

variable usage charges. 
SECTION 2. Chapter 17, Article VI, Section 17-225 of the Palm 
Beach County Code (Ordinance 89-13) shall be amended as follows: 
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(a) It shall be the duty of every seller 
of telecommunications services, 
electricity, or metered or bottled gas 
(natural, liquefied petroleum gas or 
manufactured) within the unincorporated 
area of the county to collect from the 
purchaser thereof for the use of the 
county the taxes hereby levied at the 
time of collecting the selling price 
charged for each and every transaction 
and, except for remittance of taxes by 
to report and pay over on or before the 
fifteenth day of each calendar month to 
the county clerk all such taxes levied 
and collected during the preceding 
calendar month. Ibe seller of 
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SECTION 3. 
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taxes were collected. 


Chapter 17, Article VI, Section 17-226 of the Palm 


Beach County Code (Ordinance 89-13) shall be amended as follows: 
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(b) The records referred to in subsection 
(a) above shall, with sixty (60) days’ 
prior notice by the county, be open for 
inspection by duly authorized agents of 
the county during regular business hours 
of the seller at a place designated by 
the seller at the sole expense of the 
county. The agents of the county shall 
have the right, power and authority to 
make such transcripts or copies thereof 
as they may desire. Notice of intent to 
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procedures set forth in Sec, 166.233(3). 
Florida Statutes (1997). as may be 
amended from time to time, The county 
shall be entitled to collect a fee, not 
, 1 t) aes , E Ge ents 
the information. from the 
- taai : a 
person requesting the ++sting—ef—street 
names—andbieck—numbers information, not 
to exceed the actual cost of providing 
the information to the tetecommunteatiens 
seryice— provider person. The 
i J A i -e . a 
seller shall be responsible for charging 
the tax only to the service, street and 
billing addresses contained in this 
listing, which include all the required 
, E E] da Statut 
Sec. 166.233(3). 


SECTION 4. Chapter 17, Article VI, Section 17-228 of the Palm 


Beach County Code (Ordinance 89-13) shall be amended as follows: 
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(a) The following purchasers are 
declared to be exempt from the tax 
apowed hereby: the purchase of any 
taxable item by the United States 
government, the state, all counties, 
hool district CSETE E t] 

state, or any other public body as 
defined in section i IER o h Florida 
Statutes; the purchase of any taxable 
item by any recognized church within the 
state for use exclusively for church 
purposes; telecommunications purchases 
E tias : ‘tut tha’ 
tifi £ 

7 l ] } Chant 212 
Florida Statutes: the purchase of gas 
(natural, liquefied petroleum gas or 
manufactured) by a public or private 
utility, either for resale or for use as 
fuel in die generation of electricity; 
and the purchase of local telephone 
service or other  telecommunications 
service for use in the conduct of a 
telecommunications service for hire or 


otherwise for resale. 
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required to collect tax from such an 


exempt governmental body. 


SECTION 5. SEVERABILITY 


If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of 


this ordinance is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by any 
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court of competent jurisdiction, said holding shall in no way 
affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 
SECTION 6. INCLUSION IN THE CODE 
The provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of 
the Code of Laws and Ordinances of Palm Beach County, Florida. The 
sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to 
accomplish such, and the word “ordinance” may be changed to 
“section”, “article”, or other appropriate word. 
SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE DATE 
The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective upon filing 
with the Department of State. 
APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners 
of Palm Beach County, Florida, on the 24th day of February 
1929- 
PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, BY ITS 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
By 

DOROTHY H. WILKEN, CLEN 
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4th day of March , 1998 . 
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